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Today you will find out... 
● What the CAT4 assessments are & why we use them.

● About the four areas that are assessed & some questions

● How to understand the parent reports.

● What we at school do with the information.

● How you can support your child at home.



What is
 CAT4 & why do

 we use it?



What is CAT4? 
The Cognitive Abilities Test (CAT4) is a diagnostic assessment that is 

designed to help students and their teachers understand how they learn 
and what their academic potential might be. It assesses how students think 

in areas that are known to make a difference to learning.

While many tests focus on a child’s attainment in core subjects, CAT4 is 
designed to give schools a much broader, more rounded view of each 
child, their potential and how they learn. Results help teachers decide 

about the pace of learning that is right for a student and whether additional 
support or challenge is needed.



Why use CAT4?

• CAT4 is used in many schools to provide information to teachers, students and parents
that, with other information such as results from Key Stage 2 tests, forms the basis for 
discussion about how best a child can learn and reach his or her potential in school.

• CAT4 does not require any prior knowledge and you cannot ‘learn’ how to answer the
questions in CAT4. It is therefore a good test because everyone starts at the same place.

• CAT4 contributes to setting targets (for example, levels expected at the end of the next
Key Stage or grades at GCSE) and allows an individual’s progress to be monitored.

• CAT4 results helps teachers decide about the pace of learning that is right for an
individual and whether additional support or challenge is needed.

• CAT4, unlike an English or Math test, is not a test of what the student has learned. It
tests how an individual can think in areas that are known to make a difference to learning 
and achievement.



CAT4:  Cognitive Abilities Test Fourth Edition

CAT4 assesses a student’s abilities across four different reasoning 
batteries:

Verbal reasoning – thinking with words

Quantitative reasoning – thinking with numbers

Non-Verbal reasoning – thinking with shape

Spatial reasoning – thinking with space and shape



Reading the reports…
The yellow band highlights where 
the “average” scores lie.

This student has scored above 
average in every battery.

The summary provides commentary on the 
scores and advises how parents can support 
their child at home.



What do the 
CAT4 

questions
 look like?



Non- verbal- thinking with shapes



Quantitative- thinking with numbers 



Verbal- thinking with words



Spatial- thinking with shapes & space



Verbal Support

Challenges Home & School Strategies

● Group discussions

● Multi Step instructions

● Reasoning aloud with carpet/group

discussions.

● Expressing their ideas

● Reading and writing.

● Auditory memory.

● Provide short specific instructions. Avoid multi

step instructions.

● Assess their reading age to see how well they can

access the curriculum.

● Use of visual supports to aid understanding.

● Mind mapping.

● Use of ICT to record verbal ideas and share with

rest of the class.

● Use talk partners.

● Highlighting text/ key points.

● Summarising texts by storyboards.

● Use writing frames.

● Access to banks of key words.

● WAGOLL



Non- Verbal Support

Challenges Home & School Strategies

● Problem solving skills.

● Find new task challenging and need

steps to be broken down.

● Organisation.

● Thinking ‘outside the box’

● Linking and making connections

with previous knowledge or skills. 

● Will need both verbal and visual supports.
● Instructions to be short and simple.
● Use of a visual checklist to help guide through the

task.
● May benefit from having tables/boxes drawn for

them. 
● Association maps
● 4 thoughts organisers picture, feelings, questions,

predictions/possible events.
● Venn diagrams.
● Flow charts and cycles
● Concept mapping
● Sequencing activities.
● Progressive glossaries/dictionaries at back of book
● Labelling activities



Quantitative Support

Challenges Home & School Strategies

● Challenges with learning times tables,

maths facts/concepts.

● May find science lessons more difficult.

● Recognising patterns

● Will need concepts to be broken down and

presented in a structured and step by step 

method.

● Use of knowledge organiser to help learn facts

and concepts

● Will need support to link learning together

● Will need lots of opportunity for practice and

repetition.

● Learn using a kinesthetic and visual approach.



Spatial Support

Challenges Home & School Strategies

● Problem solving/puzzles

● Learning times tables/maths

formulas and facts.

● Poor presentation with

handwriting or difficulty setting out 

work in books.

● May find it harder to find a space

or organise self.

● P.E skills

● May get lost easily in tasks

● Will need both verbal and visual supports.
● Instructions to be short and simple.
● Step-by-step instructions
● Use of a visual checklist to help guide through

the task.
● May benefit from having tables/boxes drawn

for them. 
● Reduce amount of information on worksheets.
● Highlighting text to pull out key

points/concepts.
● Access to word maps/word banks.
● Opportunities to demonstrate work orally.




