
Threshold Concept- Year 7 - Dickens  
TC1 - Understanding texts  
TC2 - Demonstrate an appreciation of the writer's craft through analysis and critically evaluative comments.  
TC3 - Understanding the relationships between texts and the contexts in which they were written 
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Wrapped in the blanket which had hitherto formed his only covering, he [Oliver] might have been the child of a nobleman or 
a beggar . . . . But now that he was enveloped in the old calico robes which had grown yellow in the same service, he was 

badged and ticketed . . . a parish child . . . the orphan of a workhouse. 

The adjective ‘only’ emphasising 

Oliver’s lack of belongings and 

highlighting how little he had that 

was his own 

The verb ‘enveloped’ suggesting protection – this 

is contrasting as Oliver is not protected at all 

The blanket itself is worn and dirty 

from age. Dickens is suggesting 

that a lot of children suffered in 

the same way as Oliver in society 

Oliver’s identity has now 

become ‘the orphan’. His 

individuality has been 

removed due to his tragic 

situation. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zfwpd6f/articles/zwspn9q
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zfwpd6f/articles/zwspn9q

