
Year 8: Unit 3: Beautiful Bugs

Featured artist’s 
which will 

influence the 
next stage

of the project:
Hong Yi

Mr Finch
Anna Collette-

Hunt
Abby Diamond
Claudio Garzon
Ghidaq al-Nizar

Bronze
… understand what ‘contemporary’ means.
… understand that many artists, including contemporary artists, have used

bugs as inspiration for their artwork.
… understand how to draw simple geometric shapes to help plan a drawing.

Beautiful Bugs Recording
Threshold Concept (TC19) - Many artists over the years have used the beauty of bugs as inspiration for their artwork.
Threshold Concept (TC20) - Understand that non-traditional (standard) materials, including recycling, can be used to create effective artwork.
Threshold Concept (TC21) - Understand how symmetry, simple geometric shapes and measuring techniques (Maths) can help with accuracy when drawing.
Threshold Concept (TC22) - Understand how to create a range of tonal values with biro.
Threshold Concept (TC23) - Understand that art can be created using mixed media.
Threshold Concept (TC17) - Understand that art does not always have to have a blank background on which to work.

Ink background with ballpoint pen 
drawing inspired by Abby Diamond

Ballpoint
pen 

drawing
techniques

Colour and
emotions

Formal 
Elements 

of Art
Colour, 

Line, 
Shape, 
Form, 
Tone, 

Texture, 
Pattern

Mixed Media.
An ink 

background 
is prepared 
first so that 

a bug can be 
drawn over the 
top in ballpoint 

pen.

Contemporary means that something is 
happening now, in the present. 

A contemporary artist is someone who 
is producing artwork now. 



Year 8: Unit 4: Beautiful Bugs

Bronze
… understand what ‘ceramic’ means.
… understand how a contemporary artist has used bugs as inspiration for

their clay works.
… understand how to draw simple geometric shapes to help plan a design

for a clay bug.
… understand that clay can be used as a medium for artwork.
… understand how to make simple shapes using clay.

Beautiful Bugs
Threshold Concept (TC24) - Many artists over the years have used clay as a material to produce their artwork.
Threshold Concept (TC25) - Understand that ideas can be developed from primary and/or secondary sources.
Threshold Concept (TC26) - Understand the different stages of clay.
Threshold Concept (TC27) - Understand basic clay techniques.

Clay 
Techniques:
Slip, Score 
And Blend

Grayson Perry

The six 
stages 
of clay

Keywords
Slip, Plastic

Leather hard,
Bone dry,

Bisqueware,
Glazeware,

Formal Elements of Art
Colour, Line, Shape

Form, Tone, Texture
Pattern

A primary source is something 
that you have first hand 

experience of e.g. photographs 
you take, something you have 

experienced. 
A secondary source is something 

that someone else produces 
e.g. the internet or magazine 

photography.

Ceramic means that the item is made of clay 
and it is permanently hardened by heat.

Modelling 
Simple 
Shapes


