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Name …………………………………………….



GCSE Design and 

Technology
Unit 2 – Non-exam assessment (NEA)

Design Challenge

This is the course work part of your GCSE

Students should produce at least one final made prototype, based on a design 

brief which will arise from Investigating the Contextual Challenge set by AQA.

Release date: 1st June

Time: 30-35 hours (recommended).

Evidence: Written or electronic design portfolio with photographic evidence of 

final prototype(s). 

Approximately 20 pages of A3, digital or A4 equivalent.



The contextual challenge
Studying or working at home



Tasks Complete

Mind map the Contextual Challenge

Identify the design problem

Task Analysis

Identify a client

Interview your client

Research existing products

Personal learning Checklist

The PLC below will help you to manage the tasks you need to work through to complete the 
investigation/research part of your project. This is worth 10 marks out of 100 and should 
take about 3 hrs. tick off each task as you complete it.
The following pages will give you examples of how to set out your work and how to do each 
task.



WAGOLLs
Bellow are examples of how your first page should look. It is good to do each task in a 
separate box so you can move them around and layout your page. Remember you only have 
20 pages for your whole project so get as much information on every page as you possibly 
can. NO LAGRE WRITING!

Titles should be font size 16
The main writing (body text) should be no bigger than 12 and no smaller than 8.



Non Exam Assessment
• The contextual challenge must be identified 

Nature and the Environment. This must be written on your first page.
• Mind map ideas 

Bubble diagram of all the possibilities surrounding your chosen context. 
And choose 1!

• State the “problem”
Why is the product you are going to design needed?

• Write a design brief 
Briefly describe what it is you want to design.

• Task analysis 
List all the things you need to research for your project.

• Identify “the client”
Who are you making this for? Is it an individual or a company? Write a profile of them 

age, interests likes/dislikes etc.
• Client interview.

Write at least 5 questions and your clients answers to help you to write a specification 
for your project and start designing.

Start with a mind map with Studying or working from home at the centre. Write down as many 
things you can think of that link to this theme. One of the ideas should be Houses for wildlife 
and you should branch off into all the possibilities for this such as bug hotels and bird houses.

Below is an example of a mind map on the theme of Providing a Safe and Comfortable home. 
The student settled on childrens safety spoons based on this part of their investigation.



Non Exam Assessment
• The contextual challenge must be identified 

Nature and the Environment. This must be written on your first page.
• Mind map ideas 

Bubble diagram of all the possibilities surrounding your chosen context. And choose 1!

• State the “problem”
Why is the product you are going to design needed?

• Write a design brief 
Briefly describe what it is you want to design.

• Task analysis 
List all the things you need to research for your project.

• Identify “the client”
Who are you making this for? Is it an individual or a company? Write a profile of them 

age, interests likes/dislikes etc.
• Client interview.

Write at least 5 questions and your clients answers to help you to write a specification 
for your project and start designing.

Now you have investigated the contextual challenge with your mind map you can identify the 
design problem. This should be a paragraph explaining what you think needs to be designed 
and why. For example:

When studying at home my brother makes a mess with his pens and pencils getting 
everywhere. He could do with a desk tidy to keep his equipment organised.

IMPORTANT!!! DO NOT COPY THIS IT IS JUST AN EXAMPLE. YOU MUST COME UP WITH YOUR 
OWN IDEA!

You can now write a design brief. This should be a short description of what you intend to 
make. For Example:

I intend to make a small desk tidy to keep pens and pencils organised. It could also have a 
docking station for a mobile phone and maybe a lamp or light built into it.

AGAIN, DO NOT COPY THIS IT IS JUST AN EXAMPLE. YOU MUST COME UP WITH YOUR OWN 
BRIEF!



Non Exam Assessment
• The contextual challenge must be identified 

Nature and the Environment. This must be written on your first page.
• Mind map ideas 

Bubble diagram of all the possibilities surrounding your chosen context. And choose 1!

• State the “problem”
Why is the product you are going to design needed?

• Write a design brief 
Briefly describe what it is you want to design.

• Task analysis 
List all the things you need to research for your project.

• Identify “the client”
Who are you making this for? Is it an individual or a company? Write a profile of them 

age, interests likes/dislikes etc.
• Client interview.

Write at least 5 questions and your clients answers to help you to write a specification 
for your project and start designing.

Now you have a clear idea in your mind about what you want to make you will need to make a 
list of all the things you need to research in order to design your product and make your idea a 
reality. See the example below for a child safety spoon. 



Non Exam Assessment
• The contextual challenge must be identified 

Nature and the Environment. This must be written on your first page.
• Mind map ideas 

Bubble diagram of all the possibilities surrounding your chosen context. And choose 1!

• State the “problem”
Why is the product you are going to design needed?

• Write a design brief 
Briefly describe what it is you want to design.

• Task analysis 
List all the things you need to research for your project.

• Identify “the client”
Who are you making this for? Is it an individual or a company? Write a 

profile of them age, interests likes/dislikes etc.
• Client interview.

Write at least 5 questions and your clients answers to help you to write a 
specification for your project and start designing.

One research task that is essential is to identify and interview “a Client”.
The client can be someone you know who will play the role of some one you are designing for 
or you can be the client but make up another name. Write a profile of the client and then an 
interview for them to answer about their needs for your product. The interview should be at 
least 5 questions. See the examples below.



Research existing products

For the final stage of assessment objective 1 you will need to look at 
existing products, similar to your own idea, and analyse them. Your 
analysis should include images of the products and can be a paragraph 
describing the product or a full ACCESSFM analysis ( there is a help 
sheet for this on the final page). Examples of both are shown below. 
You should analyse at least 3 different products.




